
 
      

 

 

Immigration Knowledge and Understanding Questionnaire 

Please return this form by    to the address at the bottom of the page 

Name______________________________________________________  Date  __________________ 

E-mail Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number ______________________________________________________________________ 

Municipality _________________________________________________________________________ 

Office/Office Seeking _________________________________________________________________ 

If different specify here ________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address _________________________________  City ________  State ________ Zip________ 

Work Address _________________________________  City ________  State ________ Zip________ 

Party Affiliation _________________________________  Website ______________________________ 

 

Background Information 

Are you aware that neighbors across our community have businesses being started by people who were 

not born here? They take risk, they pool resources, they provide wonderful things like restaurants as well 

as important services. What would you do to increase immigrant entrepreneurship? 

 

The city of Cleveland has a rich history of immigration dating back over 130 years. Over this period 

immigrants and their descendants helping to transform Cleveland into what it is today and shaping into 

the future. Immigration continues to play an important role in Cleveland and our surrounding 

communities. These immigrants are vibrant and diverse coming from every continent and bringing with 

them unique cultures and experience. Not only this, but they work in important fields, open businesses, 

and create jobs. They weren’t born here but Cleveland becomes their home to. As an individual running 

for or holding an elected office it is key to understand the international community that calls Cleveland 

home. At Global Cleveland we work to make Cleveland a place that is open and welcoming to all. We 

hope that you found the following statements informative and the questions thought-provoking. Most of 

all we hope that you will join us in this mission to continue making Cleveland a better, greater city and 

home for all its residents. 

  

In Partnership with 

ASIA Inc 

Asiatown 

Badondo Community of Greater Cleveland 

British American Chamber of Commerce of Ohio 

CCWA 

CIP  

Cleveland Cultural Gardens 

Collaborative Chambers Alliance 

Connecting Cleveland 

Global Shapers Cleveland 

NAACP of Cleveland 

OPAWL 

Refugee Response 

US Together 

USCRI – Cleveland 

Young Latino Network 

 



 
      

 

 

Personal Experience with the International Community 

What is your experience serving and interacting with the international community in your own 

community and NEO at large? How has this shaped your understanding of your community and your role 

as a leader?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transform Cleveland into an International Hub of Innovation 

Annually, hundreds of international students graduate from Case Western, TRI-C, and CSU with in-

demand skills who are not being retained in the area to contribute to population and economic growth. 

Can you share what policies you will support to address this? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cleveland has sister cities all around the world such as Ibadan, Nigeria; Lima, Peru; Gdansk, Poland; and 

Bangalore, India. What is your game plan for making Cleveland a more open and international-facing city 

to strengthen and grow these relationships?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our population loss from 2010-2018 would have been even worse if not for the 37,000 immigrants who 

moved into Cuyahoga County during that time. These new residents have offset the population loss by 

45%. How can we attract more immigrants to move here to continue this important trend? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

On average, 500-700 refugees are resettled to Cleveland every year, from countries such as Nepal, 

Afghanistan, The Democratic Republic of Congo, and Somalia. The Biden-Harris administration 

announced they will increase refugee admissions to 125,000 a year nationally, up from 15,000 this year. 

This means Cleveland’s three refugee resettlement agencies will receive 3-4x as many families as they did 

this past year. How do you plan to open Cleveland for these new residents and provide refugees with the 

opportunity to contribute to Cleveland?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________



 
      

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Set the Table for Internationalization and Economic Growth 

There are over 1000 immigrant entrepreneurs in Cleveland, are 38% more likely to be entrepreneurs than 

U.S. born residents. What portion of the economic development office in the City of Cleveland would be 

devoted to supporting immigrant entrepreneurs under your leadership?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As evidenced by this information, immigrants are a key part of building a successful and strong regional 

economy. With a spending power of over $3B, how will you support integrating this powerful 

demographic into a regional growth plan? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Embrace and Cultivate a Culture of Inclusion and Shared Prosperity 

The important and paramount ‘diversity, equity and inclusion’ conversation happening right now often 

does not include members of the international community living in Cleveland. Would you support policies 

in the private and public sectors that take into consideration the voices of this diverse and important 

constituency? Would you vote for and promote policies in government to achieve these goals? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Midwest cities leading the way in city wide growth and development through the inclusion of immigrant 

communities, such as Detroit and Pittsburgh have created taskforces or commissions to analyze the 

effects of immigration on their city, examine the challenges facing immigrants and immigrant 

communities, and promote immigrant success and build strong relationships between native-born and 

immigrant communities. Would you support the creation of such a taskforce or commission in Cleveland 

made up of city representatives, immigrant community leaders, business leaders, and members of 

Cleveland’s non-profit community? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________



 
      

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you support adding members and staff to the Community Relations Board that represent the 

changing immigrant population in Cleveland such as an African Immigrant Community Liaison and Arab 

Immigrant Community Liaison?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Were you aware that in 2017 Cleveland created a Language Access Plan that outlines how to engage 

with ESL (English as a Second Language) and ELL (English as a Learning Language)? How would you 

ensure implementation of this plan, as such services are mandated by Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights 

Act? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you support expanded language training in public schools for English speaking students as well as 

contextualized ESL support for English language learners at all levels of education and workforce 

development?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you support more immigrants, refugees, and international students moving to Cleveland/Cuyahoga 

County? If no, why not? If yes, how?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you like to receive information and data on immigrants and refugee populations and communities 

in Greater Cleveland?      YES   NO 

Would you be interested in receiving more information from Global Cleveland and our partners?  

     YES   NO 

 

Thank you for participating in this survey. We hope you have found this informative and useful as a 

guide to local policy advancement.  


	Name: Ayat Amin
	Date: 07/29/2021
	Email Address:  contact@ayatforcle3.com
	Phone Number:  812-552-6868
	Municipality:  Cleveland City Council - Ward 3
	OfficeOffice Seeking: 
	If different specify here:  
	Home Address:  2181 W. 32nd St
	City: Cleveland
	State: OH
	Zip: 44113
	Work Address: 
	City_2: 
	State_2: 
	Zip_2: 
	Party Affiliation: Democrat
	Website: https://www.ayatforcle3.com/
	as a leader 1: As a daughter of Iraqi immigrants, I see this personally. The first organization I got involved in after moving to 
	as a leader 2: Cleveland was Refugee Response. I was an adult literacy tutor to a girl name Aline from the DRC who was my age. 
	as a leader 3: Through this interaction, I learned just how large our refugee population is and how difficult it is to navigate basic
	as a leader 4: services such as taking the bus, buying groceries or going to the bank for these populations. 
	Can you share what policies you will support to address this 1: I recently had a friend from Jordan who had to leave Cleveland. Her talent was not allowed to stay, despite her wanting to. 
	Can you share what policies you will support to address this 2: There are many factors into this problem: 1- Is enough access to quality jobs, a problem not just for our international students. 
	Can you share what policies you will support to address this 3: 2- There are not enough companies supporting visas or other pathways to citizenship. The solution is for our economic
	Can you share what policies you will support to address this 4: development efforts to provide jobs to recent graduates to include resources for applying for citizenship and resources to companies to sponsor residents. 
	to strengthen and grow these relationships 1: We should look into cultural exchange programs for our high school students with our sister cities. In a city with
	to strengthen and grow these relationships 2: as much poverty as Cleveland, it can be difficult for youth to have the opportunity to leave Cleveland and experience
	to strengthen and grow these relationships 3: other cultures, yet these experiences have a huge value. Even simpler, we can do cultural exchanges with students in different east-west neighborhoods. 
	45 How can we attract more immigrants to move here to continue this important trend 1:  We need to be clear our marketing of Cleveland as a city highlights our racial diversity. For example, I did not
	45 How can we attract more immigrants to move here to continue this important trend 2:  know about Cleveland's Asiatown, the large population of Hispanics from the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico, or the middle
	45 How can we attract more immigrants to move here to continue this important trend 3: eastern population here. We should invest in our immigrant communities and create more cultural events around these communities. 
	opportunity to contribute to Cleveland 1: Through my tutoring I've realized that we need more services available in other languages. I would love to specifically
	opportunity to contribute to Cleveland 2: expand free adult literacy programs through the local colleges or cultural institutions. We can then use these 
	1: classes to connect refugees to jobs that match their skills. However, language is often the first barrier to
	2: being able to navigate jobs and services in Cleveland. 
	devoted to supporting immigrant entrepreneurs under your leadership 1: I've work nationally with lenders such as Grameen Bank who specifialize in minority entrepreneurs, and can offer low interest
	devoted to supporting immigrant entrepreneurs under your leadership 2: loans to individuals with no credit. I would love to build on these relationships by creating a system to
	devoted to supporting immigrant entrepreneurs under your leadership 3: connect these impact lending instutitions to minority businesses in Cleveland. 
	devoted to supporting immigrant entrepreneurs under your leadership 4: 
	demographic into a regional growth plan 1: We need to provide equity in our investment dollars. My ward, Clark Fulton, and Cudell are neighborhoods 
	demographic into a regional growth plan 2: that have large populations of immigrants. We should be sure partner not just with CDCs like Ohio City
	demographic into a regional growth plan 3: Inc, but with cultural institutions in these neighborhoods to ensure equity in investment dollars. 
	demographic into a regional growth plan 4: 
	constituency Would you vote for and promote policies in government to achieve these goals 1: Absolutely. In fact, I spent the last few years at my job learning about policies exactly like this from expert 
	constituency Would you vote for and promote policies in government to achieve these goals 2: institutions such as the Urban Institution, National League of Cities and more. 
	constituency Would you vote for and promote policies in government to achieve these goals 3: 
	constituency Would you vote for and promote policies in government to achieve these goals 4: 
	Clevelands nonprofit community 1: Yes, that is a great idea. I don't think we have enough resources for the immigrant population in Cleveland. 
	Clevelands nonprofit community 2: 
	1_2: 
	2_2: 
	Immigrant Community Liaison 1: Yes, those are great ideas. 
	Immigrant Community Liaison 2: 
	Immigrant Community Liaison 3: 
	Act 1: That plan is a great start, but there is still more we can do. I would start by meeting with the new Mayor's
	Act 2: administration to ensure we are hiring enough staff to fulfill the needs of the plan. We should also start by creating
	Act 3: a version of our city website in other languages. 
	Act 4: 
	development 1: Yes, absolutely. 
	development 2: 
	development 3: 
	County If no why not If yes how 1: Yes, absolutely. For any city facing population decline, encouraging more immigration is a win-win solution. 
	County If no why not If yes how 2: I've have grown up in immigrant communities my entire life, and it has been a great advantage for my 
	County If no why not If yes how 3: life. Some are ideas are 1- I would love the events the Hispanic Business Center, CAIR Ohio, and other cultural groups
	County If no why not If yes how 4: put on to get more city-wide press. 2- With food, we have a burger week, wings week. Why not have an immigrant business week?
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